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Inflation is a vicious cycle. This is the
dog chasing its own tail.

But Bidenflation doesn’t stop there
now. Why? Because President Biden is
throwing more gasoline on the fire
with his unconstitutional vaccine man-
date. I, too, have seen this firsthand.
Just last week, I was in Kansas to meet
with union members who are facing the
difficult choice of keeping their jobs or
getting the COVID vaccine.

These folks aren’t just mad; they are
panicked. And it is literally job or jab
for them. In fact, the unions I spoke
with estimate they will lose 30 to 50
percent of their workforce due to Joe
Biden’s vaccine mandate. This will
make both our supply chain shortages
as well as inflation even worse.

Mr. President, while I support the
COVID vaccine and encourage folks to
talk to their doctor about whether to
get it, there is no doubt that President
Biden’s vaccination decree is an all-out
assault on our private businesses, our
civil liberties, and our entire constitu-
tional system of limited government.

And it is a slap in the face to so
many people who stood on the
frontlines of the COVID battle last
year and never stopped working:
nurses, doctors, first responders, and
those union workers I met with last
week. Trust me, I have heard loud and
clear these few weeks from Kansans
about what they want, and it is not an
unconstitutional vaccine mandate. It is
not the socialism that is born out of
trillions of dollars’ worth of spending
and taxing that has led to reckless in-
flation, hampered our economy, and
killed our jobs.

The question is, Do Americans want
Big Government socialism or do we
want economic freedom and pros-
perity? Kansans agree that if you want
strong roads, bridges, high-speed inter-
net, good schools, and a strong mili-
tary, we need a strong economy. That
should be our focus right now, not con-
tinuing down this administration’s so-
cialist economic policies.

Pre-COVID, we had the greatest
economy in my lifetime. That came
about because we lowered people’s
taxes; we lowered regulations; and we
lowered energy prices. We need smart,

targeted investments, not radical
spending that leaves the country at a
disadvantage.

Unfortunately, in the meantime, ev-
eryone better buckle up and grab your
wallets. Bidenflation is here to stay as
long as this administration continues
its reckless taxing, reckless borrowing,
and reckless spending agenda.

———
2026 FIFA WORLD CUP

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, be-
fore I wrap up, I want to voice my sup-
port for Kansas City’s bid to serve as
host city for the 2026 FIFA World Cup
prior to tomorrow’s highly anticipated
venue visit by FIFA representatives.

Kansas is home to some of the most
devoted, fanatic soccer fans in the
world that are ready to cheer on Team
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USA, and what better place to do it
than in America’s heartland. The Kan-
sas City community, alongside Sport-
ing KC, has shown unwavering commit-
ment to make this dream a reality, and
Kansas City is no stranger to hosting
major sporting events, from the Big 12
Men’s Basketball Conference Cham-
pionships, NCAA March Madness, and
plans to host the NFL Football Draft
in 2023.

We have great, fan-friendly facilities
and something for everyone in the fam-
ily to do. We have the lodging, public
transportation, shopping and dining
options needed to make the 2026 World
Cup a great success. The FIFA World
Cup is the largest and most prestigious
single-sport event in the world, and
there is no better place for it to be held
than Kansas City.

Thank you.

I yield back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

———
BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I rise
today to talk about the harmful im-
pacts that President Biden’s policies
are having on the global supply chain
and consumer energy prices.

Americans today are facing the high-
est increase in costs for goods and serv-
ices in over a decade, with inflation
now more than 5 percent and rising.
Similarly, our workforce participation
rate is stagnant. There are still 4.3 mil-
lion fewer workers today than there
were in February of 2020. Nationally,
there are more than 10 million job
openings—more than in any other year.

Record high job openings, coupled
with rapidly increasing consumer de-
mand, is causing disruptions to global
supply chains and further increasing
costs, increasing inflation. Rather than
working to spur economic growth, en-
courage workforce participation, and
return our economy to growth, as we
saw with the last administration,
President Biden and the Democrats in
Congress are focused on raising taxes
and enacting harmful, job-killing poli-
cies.

A prime example of what I am talk-
ing about—harmful policies being
pushed by the Biden administration—is
the Green New Deal that will hinder
domestic energy production and in-
crease the expense for every American
household.

Affordable and reliable energy is
foundational to our economy, quality
of life, and national security. Across
the country and in my home State of
North Dakota, we are seeing energy
prices rise across the board. Drivers are
paying more for fuel at the pump, and
homes and businesses are prepared for
record high heating costs as we go into
the winter months.

Because the cost of energy is built
into virtually every product we con-
sume, we are seeing the inflationary
pressures of higher prices on goods
across the entire economy, all the way
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to the dinner table. For an energy-rich
nation such as ours, the situation we
find ourselves in is unacceptable, and it
is certainly avoidable.

In the first week of his administra-
tion, President Biden yanked the per-
mit for the Keystone XL, Pipeline and
halted new oil and gas leases on Fed-
eral lands and offshore. President
Biden’s party has also called for new
taxes and fees on American energy pro-
duction.

In addition, the Biden administration
is promoting foreign energy production
as he stifles energy production here at
home. He has allowed completion of
Russia’s Nord Stream 2 Pipeline while
calling on Russia, Saudi Arabia, and
other OPEC nations to increase more
oil production. Think about that. At a
time when he is holding back energy
production in our country—oil produc-
tion in our country, he is asking OPEC,
Saudi Arabia, and Russia to increase
0il? It defies common sense. Think
about it.

If the Biden administration con-
tinues down this path, it will not only
cause further increased prices for con-
sumers, but it will undermine our en-
ergy independence and harm our na-
tional security by forcing reliance on
foreign energy production.

It is time we recognized the fact that
our country’s vast oil, gas, and coal re-
sources are a strategic national secu-
rity and economic asset. As we have
seen over the past decade, greater U.S.
energy production has strengthened
our national security and lowered en-
ergy prices for hard-working American
families.

The fact is, we should be focused on
increasing economic growth, encour-
aging workforce participation, and re-
storing our economy to its
prepandemic highs. Support for our do-
mestic energy production is a vital
step to bringing down prices for con-
sumers, and we need to do it.

With that, I yield the floor.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:28 p.m.,
adjourned until Thursday, October 21,
2021, at 10 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS
Executive nomination received by
the Senate:
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

JAMES C. O'BRIEN, OF NEBRASKA, TO BE HEAD OF THE
OFFICE OF SANCTIONS COORDINATION, WITH THE RANK
OF AMBASSADOR. (NEW POSITION)

———

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate October 20, 2021:
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CATHERINE ELIZABETH LHAMON, OF CALIFORNIA, TO
BE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, DEPART-
MENT OF EDUCATION.
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